Woman of the Year

2009 – JOANNE MWANGI
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OWIT presented its 2009 Woman of the Year Award to Joanne Mwangi, OWIT Nairobi’s former Vice Chairperson. Passionate about enhancing the active participation and inclusion of women in policy making positions, Joanne is tireless in her efforts to ensure an enabling business environment and reduce the gender disparity that is rife in Kenya, Africa and beyond.  She is an innovative entrepreneur who has been able to grow a business in a male dominated field - Professional Marketing Services Limited, Kenya's leading experiential marketing agency. She is also the newly appointed chair of the Federation of Women Associations (FEWA), an organization that brings together women entrepreneurs and association members across Kenya and helps them gain access to international markets and trade affairs. 
A milestone of her work with FEWA is the creation of a co-op that enables women in business to save money that they can borrow later at lower rates than banks provide. And, through her leadership, Mwangi has played a pivotal leadership role in OWIT Nairobi, officially putting OWIT on the map in Kenya. 
“This incredible award has energized me,” says Mwangi. “My achievements are still ‘works in progress’. I have confidence that together, as a global network of like-minded women in business, we can achieve so much more at a personal and corporate level. I am further gratified that my effort and commitment, alongside others, have been recognized and I wish to share this award with my fellow Kenyan women who are holding our economy and families up in these harsh times.”

